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Economics Examination

Instructions
• Answer all questions.

• Justify your answers where appropriate.

• Provide clear and concise responses.

Section 1: Reception of Texts (20 points)

Question 1: What solutions did Cameroon provide to resolve the
prolonged depression of the 1990s? (5 points)

Answer:
Cameroon implemented several measures to address the economic depression:

• Applied structural reforms, including economic liberalization and privatizations.

• Privatized state monopolies and liberalized prices to allow resource allocation through
supply and demand dynamics.

• Focused on trade liberalization as part of its efforts to modernize the economy.

• Opened up its trade regime and expanded market access for exports.

Score: Full marks if all key points are mentioned clearly and logically.

Question 2: Do you think the government’s efforts are sufficient
to resolve the country’s economic crisis? What other solutions
are necessary for fostering economic development? Justify your
response with relevant economic arguments. (5 points)

Answer:
While the government’s efforts have contributed to some improvements, they may not

be entirely sufficient:

• Additional investments in education, healthcare, and infrastructure are essential to
sustain growth.



• Strengthening public financial management and reducing corruption would improve
efficiency.

• Diversifying the economy beyond agriculture, forestry, and oil could reduce depen-
dency on volatile commodity markets.

• Encouraging foreign direct investment (FDI) and creating a favorable business en-
vironment would attract more capital.

Economic justification:
Investments in human capital enhance productivity, while diversification reduces vul-

nerability to external shocks. Improved governance ensures better resource allocation
and trust in institutions.

Score: Full marks if the answer includes specific suggestions backed by sound eco-
nomic reasoning.

Question 3: Which countries maintain economic relations with
Cameroon? Do these commercial ties with former colonial pow-
ers help Cameroon develop properly? Justify your answer with
concrete examples. (5 points)

Answer:
The European Union (EU) remains Cameroon’s primary trading partner:

• The EU imports around 66% of Cameroon’s goods and supplies about 50% of its
imports.

• Major export products include oil, timber, cocoa, and coffee.

However, these relationships may not always benefit Cameroon equitably:

• Historical ties often favor former colonial powers, leading to imbalanced trade terms.

• For example, while the EU benefits from cheap raw materials, Cameroon struggles
with limited value addition and technological transfer.

Concrete example:
France dominates trade in pharmaceuticals and machinery, which limits local produc-

tion capacity.
Score: Full marks if the response identifies key trading partners and critiques the

fairness of these relationships using examples.

Question 4: Can African states develop within a capitalist eco-
nomic model that conflicts with their ancestral communal cultural
realities? Justify your answer with arguments from economics. (5
points)

Answer:
Adopting capitalism poses challenges due to cultural mismatches:
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• Traditional African societies emphasize community over individualism, contrasting
with capitalist principles.

• However, selective adaptation of capitalism—such as promoting small-scale en-
trepreneurship and cooperative models—can align with communal values.

Economic justification:
Globalization requires integration into international markets, but preserving indige-

nous systems can ensure sustainable development. Balancing global trends with local
traditions fosters resilience against exploitation.

Score: Full marks if the response explores both the tensions and potential synergies
between capitalism and traditional cultures.

Section 2: Translation (10 points)

A. Direct Translation (Spanish to French) (5 points)

Original Text (Spanish):
En el informe se observa que el Camerún se recupera lentamente de una prolongada

depresión que duró hasta 1995. Los resultados económicos han mejorado sobre todo gra-
cias a la aplicación de reformas estructurales (liberalización económica y privatizaciones)
y a acontecimientos externos favorables.

Translated Text (French):
Dans le rapport, il est observé que le Cameroun se remet lentement d’une longue réces-

sion qui a duré jusqu’en 1995. Les résultats économiques se sont améliorés principalement
grâce à l’application de réformes structurelles (libéralisation économique et privatisations)
et à des événements externes favorables.

Score: Full marks if translation is accurate and maintains original meaning.

B. Reverse Translation (French to Spanish) (5 points)

Original Text (French):
Dans le détail, le léger recul de nos exportations à destination du Cameroun en-

tre 2019 et 2020 est porté par l’importante chute des exportations d’équipements mé-
caniques, matériel électrique, électronique et informatique à 111,7 M EUR (-19,7%, soit
-27 MEUR).

Translated Text (Spanish):
En detalle, la ligera disminución de nuestras exportaciones hacia Camerún entre 2019

y 2020 se debe principalmente a la fuerte caída en las exportaciones de equipos mecánicos,
material eléctrico, electrónico e informático, que alcanzaron 111,7 millones de euros (-
19,7%, es decir, -27 millones de euros).

Score: Full marks if idiomatic expressions are handled correctly and meaning is
preserved.
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Section 3: Free Composition (10 points)
Topic: Translate and analyze Patrick Lagadec’s statement: "Les crises de demain sont
souvent le refus des questions d’aujourd’hui."

Translation:
"The crises of tomorrow are often the refusal to address today’s questions."

Analysis:
This statement underscores the importance of confronting current issues to prevent

future problems. In a dialectical framework:

• Crises arise when societies neglect or suppress pressing matters.

• Addressing inequality, environmental degradation, and social injustice now can mit-
igate future disasters.

• Examples include climate change denial leading to worsening ecological crises or
ignoring educational disparities perpetuating poverty cycles.

Structure:

• Introduction: Define the concept of crises and their origins.

• Body: Analyze how unresolved issues compound over time.

• Conclusion: Emphasize proactive problem-solving as a preventive measure.

Score: Full marks for clarity, coherence, and adherence to the required number of
sentences.
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